NEW DEAL PUSHES
MEDIGAL CARE PLAN

Alfmeyer ‘Appeals to Public
Health Association as Abell
Speaks for Medical Men

e ————

By HUGH O’CONNOR -
Spcéial to THE‘I‘TE‘W’ YoRK TIMES.

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Oct. 26.—
Spokesmen of the Federal Govern-
‘ment presented an official appeal
today to the general meeting of the
| American Public Health Associa-
tion- to support a newly proposed
" extension of social security princi-
ples which would provide medical
care for the public,

The swift development of the
issue since the National Public
- Health Conference was called by
- President Roosevelt in Washington
last July was marked by the ap-
pearance here of Arthur J. Alt-
" meyer, chairman of the Social
' Security Board, who came from
Washington to present the situa-
tion himself.

Mr. Altmeyer 'waved aside as
‘‘secondary’’ the controversial is-
sues of politics in the administra-
tion of such a vast project, and the
intervention of government in the
practice of medicine, raised at a
special session in Chicago Ilast
month by the American Medical
Association in the name of 100,000
private practitioners.

His audience represented a mem-
bership of 6,100 health experts serv-
ing on public welfare and industrial
payrolls, more than half of them
doctors, but engaged in group medi-
cine rather than Individualized
practice. Their representative,
speaking later, disagreed with the
American Medical Association and
declared the present willingness of
the American Public Health Asso-
ciation to assume the leadership to
which Mr. Altmeyer nominated
them.

Calls for a Single System

Mr. Altmeyer said it would be
unsound to separate medical care
for public dependents from medical
care for the otherwise self-support-
ing who cannot support a doctor in
an emergency. Consequently, he
said, there should be one system,
administered by the local or State
public health officers, with Federal
advice and grants of funds.

Starting immediately on a *‘‘ten-
year plan,’”” he asserted, the total
public cost would rise to about
$850,000,000 a year, of which the
locality would match the half con-
tributed by the nation.

‘““The public nowadays wishes to
avoid illness and disability that for-
merly were assumed to be the lot of
mankind,”” Mr. Altmeyer said.
‘““They have learned through the ef-
forts of the health agencies and
from the press, the radio and other
media of communication that a
large part of the illness which they
still suffer is avoidable.

‘““The public knows that the pro-
fessions possess the knowledge and
skills requisite to make this a much
more healthful nation than it is at
present. With this public under-
standing of the possibilities inherent
in health service has come a popu-
lar demand that there be made
available to every one, regardless of
economic status, the services and
facilities which now all too fre-
quently are luxuries beyond the
reach of those who have small
means.

‘It 1s because of this awakening
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| N | . . named as spokesman for the con-
NEW DEAL PUSHESve-ition; after the addresses by Mr.
1{: : b 4 Ali meyer and Dr. Abell.
: .' YNE: ; - T he urgent need for the program
IG AL GARE Al:vbich the government recommend-|
\j A\ 4 VELARA d 1at the National Health Confer-

enct: could no longer be guestioned, |
Proi’'essor Winslow said.
Continued From Page Ona ‘‘T\he physician exists for the pa-
' . | . tient;; not the patient for the phy-
|of the American people to the Isiciai,’’ he added. . ﬁ[
sibilities of positive health act The safeguarding of professional
ties that I foresee the .broadenstandiirds, concerning which the
'lof publfe health services bey medical association had expressed
| their present scope. Governmianxiefiy under the new Federal rec-
! which is the instrument of puommeiidations, was property the
{will, must go forward. The amo busineiis of the organized private
| of preventable sickness and disapractitioners,’”’ but, Professor Wins-
ity, the volume of unattended 'low sakd, ‘‘the method by which
ease, the rate of premature Tthe cusiomer elects to pool his f}-
'{tality, and the prevalence of iinancial iresources to pay for me:i".l-
| vidual and social burdens .creacgl servizes is his own l?us;:negs.
by sickness, are a challenge wl THe approved of the principle that
we must meet.”’ all fundsi ander the proposed Fed-
| Mr. Altmeyer said it was grateral -healtih plan are to be spent, as
ing that the American Medical under thei:Society Security Act, by
socigtion =t -its recent special mState and }local government authori-
ing had approved that part of ties. In a health program, he said,
new mational health proposals dthese local government authorities
ing with the expansion of genishould ungiuestionably be the public
puhlic health services, as wellhealth officials. »
| special maternal and c¢hild ‘hetr Some plant of hel_p.xng the “bulk of
services, construction and imprithe populatig wm’’ which cannot budg-
|- ment of hospitals .and related siet individually for ‘‘the random
ices, -doctors for public dependecatastrophe o f serious medical emer-
and insurance against wage lofgency’’ was looked upon "by the
due to illnessa. asgsociation’s a;po.'[_{e.sman as ‘“‘simple,
He regretted, however, that ‘logical and itevitable.” |
House of Delegates of the .Am “As to the : thorny difficulties of
can Medical Association did not health insuramn c¢e,’”’ Professor Wf_.ns-
its way clear to endorse the reclow said, “‘th4> American Medical
| mendation dealing with the deve Association is 31on one side and the
ment of a general medical-care ymost politically - powerful consumer |
gram through taxation or inigroups of the : nation are on the
ance, or a combination of the twother side—the!: A. ¥. of L., the
1 By invitation of the .AmeriC.I. O., the Amdrican Farm Bureau
Public Health .Association, the Federation, the | Federation of Wo-
titude of the American Medical men's Clubs, thks National Parent
{ciety was explained by its prTeachers Associgition and others. |
ldent, Dr. Irvin Abell, whose *¥You will inoti;e that the choice’
| dress immediately followed thatbetween tax-supparted medical serv-
{Mr. Altmeyer. jice and insuranaqe is left to the
Dr. Abell explained that he States. The confict will come in
|mo power to make the slighithe States, and ix) this conflict 1
‘{change in. the American Medgeriously «question: whether the
{:Association’s official position oAmerican Medical | Association has
its House of Delegates had spokchosen its position® wisely.
The medical association laid dc ““The fear of fedi:ralization is a
| the principle that ‘the direct rpugaboo. I regard th.e Federal Gov-
1tionship of doctor and patient ‘ernment as an organ through which
fundamental to good medioal ciI and my fellow-citia'ens can func-
and that ““the treatment of disetion as through State and leeal gov-
should be left .as far as possibleernment, or through =a local com-
private physicians.” "“The assomunity -chest. There is no moral or
tion ratified development, with gpiritudl distinction hefween a vol-
approval .of State and ilocal medyntary or an official mé:diical agency. |
isocieties, however, of corporate ‘]I think the evidemce presented
.ganizations to insure their subschas ben absolutely overwhelming
lers of a cash indemnity to paxthat individual and vdluntary and
doctor when an emergency aroscgity and State agencies' are inade-|
{ Dr. Abell read the medical agugte to meet this sitution with-|
ciation’s stand: ‘‘Your committeput the stimulus that 2 BR'ederal plan
| not willing to foster any systemwill provide.”’ |
| compulsory health insurance. Y Dr. Martha M. Eliot, clmirman of |
committee is convinced that it iPresident Roosevelt’s  technical
complicated, bureaucratic sysicommittee on medical care and
which has no-place in:a democrggsistant chief of the - Children’s
{State. It-would undoubtedly setBureau in Washington, . said that |
| far-reaching tax system, w“whether the public-will tiirn to one
:great increase in the cost of gagency or another will dep end upon |
ernment. ‘That it would lend itthe way the agencies -egn ip them-
{to political control and manipgelves to provide the best s ervice in
tion, there -is -no doubt.” this field.”’ - )
| Dr. Abell explained that - The executive board of ‘thhe Public |
speaker of fhe House of Delegaffealth Association is expi'cted to
had appointed a committee of .sepdopt resolutions tomorrowyexpress- {
to .confer in Washington on Ming ‘its :official attitude toward the
day with an interdepartmergovernment’s recommendations,
committee to coordinate hesalth : . | B
|'welfare activities, and the Techni-
cal Committee on Medical Care
-named by President Roosewvelt., He.
expressed hope that the differences
-would be reconciled. A :
The appointment of a .similar
committee to meet with President.
‘Roosevelt’s medical .experts in
‘Washington on Monday was prom-
-ised yesterday by Abel "‘Wolman,
incoming president of the Public
Health Association, |
C.-E. A. Winslow, Professor of
Public Health at the Yale Maedical
Bchool and a past president of the
Public Health Assoclation, was
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